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Year 1 has government statutory schemes of learning for us to follow as detailed in the National 
Curriculum for English. Phonics is a big part of Year 1. Your child will continue to expand on their 
knowledge of phonics and will probably surprise you with just how quickly they develop their 
reading. They will do 20 minutes of phonics learning each day, just like they did in Reception. These 
are fun, pacy sessions which involve games and tasks. They will learn tricky words, spelling rules and 
how to sound out and blend to aid them with their reading and writing. 
 
They will be encouraged to ‘have a go’ at spelling when writing independently, by phonetically 
sounding out words. Their teacher may well ask them to ‘write it like it sounds’ and, as the weeks go 
by, they will learn the correct sounds to replace those guesses. 

 
Your child will be learning through a topic this year, which makes lessons relevant and exciting. They 
will learn English through all sorts of wonderful stories and they will also act out stories that may be 
familiar to you at home. 

 
They will plan and write their own wonderful creative stories, poems and instructions. They will learn 
to write confidently in sentences and to use exciting language — all while improving their 
handwriting.  
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Click on the link below to read all areas highlighted in pink in this document:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335

186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf 
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